
 

Classification: Public 

Fish in Schools Shopping List 
 
 

ITEM IMAGE BRANDS SOURCES 
 
Aquarium  
 
Glass aquarium that can hold 
28 to 30 gallons of water.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Non Specific 

 
• Local pet store  

 
• PetSmart 

 
 
 

 
Chiller 
 
The chiller should be able to 
process your 30 GAL tank 
with a temperature between  
8-10 degrees Celsius (46˚F to 
50˚F). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
• Oceanic  

 
• Arctica 

 
• EcoPlus 

 
• ActiveAqua 

 
 
 
 

 
• Reef Supplies 

 
• Bulk Reef Supplies 

 
• Canada Grow 

Supplies 

 

Always connect with your local pet store first for equipment. They can be very helpful and will 
occasionally order items for you. (Equipment and Supplies Specifications can be found in Appendix F 
of the FinS Technical Manual.) 

If you cannot source a tank between 28-30 gallons, a slightly larger tank is preferred. Please ensure 
the Chiller and Fluval Filter is able to handle a larger tank.   

 

 

https://www.petsmart.ca/fish/starter-kits/top-fin-essentials-aquarium-starter-kit-5262164.html?gclid=Cj0KCQjwiIOmBhDjARIsAP6YhSXrtZDcJCAatUWZMPzS87WwXRLli-ukBKPygpqpZRwGgY7nWFz9CZAaAlSvEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.reefsupplies.ca/online-store/Chillers/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bulkreefsupply.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CFins.Program%40gov.ab.ca%7C5c2b685e69a44b4b2d2b08d9d4b7dda4%7C2bb51c06af9b42c58bf53c3b7b10850b%7C0%7C0%7C637774708441685196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=6Z11qV9o8HK6wlNMa%2FivTRmGtrmB7dGNAslO5zUnWhk%3D&reserved=0
https://canadagrowsupplies.com/search?options%5Bprefix%5D=last&options%5Bunavailable_products%5D=&q=chiller&type=product
https://canadagrowsupplies.com/search?options%5Bprefix%5D=last&options%5Bunavailable_products%5D=&q=chiller&type=product
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ITEM IMAGE BRANDS SOURCES 
 
Aerator 
 
AquaClear Powerhead 30. 
Creates an airflow at the 
surface of the water and 
mimics the current of a river.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
• Mr. Pets 

 
• Petland 

 
• Miscota 

 
• Pet Cuisine 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Underground Gravel 
Filter  
 
The Underground Gravel 
Filter needs to fit your tank 
and have two tube 
attachments that connect to 
your powerhead and filter. It 
can be a bit smaller than your 
tank floor and still function 
properly. 
 
Ideally, 60% or more of the 
tank floor is covered.  
 

  

  
• Penn Plax 

 
• Lee’s 

 
• Various 

others 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Walmart 
• Amazon Penn 

Plax 
• Amazon Lee’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mrpets.ca/online/shop/aquatics/aeration/aquaclear-powerhead-30
https://www.petland.ca/products/aquaclear-power-head-114l-30-us-gal
https://ca.miscota.com/fish/aquaclear/aquaclear-30-power-head-301
https://petcuisine.ca/products/3032_aquaclear-powerhead-30
https://www.walmart.ca/en/search?q=undergravel+filter
https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=undergravel+filter&i=specialty-aps&srs=20290905011&crid=2IPX4EQPFOPGB&sprefix=undergravel+filter%2Cspecialty-aps%2C101&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=undergravel+filter&i=specialty-aps&srs=20290905011&crid=2IPX4EQPFOPGB&sprefix=undergravel+filter%2Cspecialty-aps%2C101&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
https://www.amazon.ca/Lees-Gallon-Original-Undergravel-Filter/dp/B0002APVWK/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3EU141TCU2KDM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.q0-q43fBKrQH8llxEUJceJpt2M3rPM3YPC5WZodIIYE.hT0HmgHcUggFJczeAxF7cNYakzzxp0AdzA0w2DoCHNo&dib_tag=se&keywords=undergravel+filter&qid=1759519052&sprefix=undergravel+filter%2Cspecialty-aps%2C99&sr=8-2&srs=18950351011


 

Classification: Public 

ITEM IMAGE BRANDS SOURCES 
 
Fluval Filter 307 
 
The volume capacity of the 
Fluval Filter must be able to 
manage the volume of the 
Aquarium tank.  
 
Models 305 or 306 are still 
acceptable but difficult to 
source.  
 
Fluval Filter includes Rim 
Connectors, Outflow Strainer, 
Ribbed/Corrugated Hose, 
Suction Cups, and Rubber 
Tube Ends. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
• Fluval 

 
• Fluval Filter 307 

(use the store 
locator function)  
 

 
 

 
 
Incubation Basket 
 
Floating fish hatchery. Model, 
Marina 2-in-1 Fish Hatchery.  
 
  

 

 
 

  
• Amazon 

 
• Mr. Pets 

 
 

 

 

Buy additional Fluval Filter Ribbed Hosing instead of clear or green tubing. 
The Ribbed Hosing is more flexible and easier to work with.  

 

 

Ensure you purchase the correct Marina Product. The basket must have no holes on 
the bottom on the basket, but slits on the sides to allow for circulation. 

https://fluvalaquatics.com/ca/shop/product/307-canister-filter-40-70-us-gal-90-330-l
https://www.amazon.ca/Marina-10931-2-in-1-Fish-Hatchery/dp/B0002AQH0K
https://www.mrpets.ca/online/marina-floating-2-in-1-fish-hatchery
https://ca.fluvalaquatics.com/shop/product/ribbed-hosing-for-305-405-306-406-307-407-canister-filter-9-8-ft-3-m-l-x-17-mm
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ITEM IMAGE BRANDS SOURCES 
 
Siphon 
 
Select one that can reach to 
the bottom of the tank to 
clean the gravel without 
holding your hand in the 
water.  
 
Simple design siphon and 
hose.  Do not need a pump 
attachment.  
 

  
• Fluval 

EasyVac 
 

• Pro-Clean 
 

• Many others 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Fluval EasyVac 

37cm(Use the 
store locator 
feature) 
 

• Pisces Pet 
Emporium 
 

• Python Pro-clean 
Gravel Washer 
(Amazon) 

 
 
 

 
Floating Thermometer 
 
Any type of floating 
thermometer will do.  
 

  
• Non Specific  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Top Fin - 

PetSmart 
 

• Marina – 
IncrediGrow 
Garden Centre 

https://fluvalaquatics.com/ca/shop/product/easyvac-gravel-cleaner
https://fluvalaquatics.com/ca/shop/product/easyvac-gravel-cleaner
https://piscespets.com/products/fluval-easyvac-available-in-four-sizes?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw5qC2BhB8EiwAvqa41q1DehT544zt72e-wRi_ofJ2gegalhvTdKsH1_kuigC9fqgsdueaZxoCWPIQAvD_BwE&variant=32043640324161
https://piscespets.com/products/fluval-easyvac-available-in-four-sizes?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw5qC2BhB8EiwAvqa41q1DehT544zt72e-wRi_ofJ2gegalhvTdKsH1_kuigC9fqgsdueaZxoCWPIQAvD_BwE&variant=32043640324161
https://www.amazon.ca/Python-16PC-Pro-Clean-Gravel-Washer/dp/B001V6Y3LY/ref=d_pd_di_sccai_cn_sccl_2_3/147-6066719-0910141?pd_rd_w=Bcb4r&content-id=amzn1.sym.d6674fdf-bd00-4d07-8317-6dfd6c498cdf&pf_rd_p=d6674fdf-bd00-4d07-8317-6dfd6c498cdf&pf_rd_r=93XZTWW7DZKPD9DC63WS&pd_rd_wg=fCWH0&pd_rd_r=822c7f99-5fbd-4363-a26b-5f576b3e08c3&pd_rd_i=B001V6Y3LY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Python-16PC-Pro-Clean-Gravel-Washer/dp/B001V6Y3LY/ref=d_pd_di_sccai_cn_sccl_2_3/147-6066719-0910141?pd_rd_w=Bcb4r&content-id=amzn1.sym.d6674fdf-bd00-4d07-8317-6dfd6c498cdf&pf_rd_p=d6674fdf-bd00-4d07-8317-6dfd6c498cdf&pf_rd_r=93XZTWW7DZKPD9DC63WS&pd_rd_wg=fCWH0&pd_rd_r=822c7f99-5fbd-4363-a26b-5f576b3e08c3&pd_rd_i=B001V6Y3LY&psc=1
https://www.petsmart.ca/fish/heating-and-lighting/heating-and-lighting-accessories/top-fin-floating-glass-aquarium-thermometer-5289731.html
https://www.petsmart.ca/fish/heating-and-lighting/heating-and-lighting-accessories/top-fin-floating-glass-aquarium-thermometer-5289731.html
https://www.incredigrow.ca/products/floating-thermometer?variant=11876510788&currency=CAD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic
https://www.incredigrow.ca/products/floating-thermometer?variant=11876510788&currency=CAD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic
https://www.incredigrow.ca/products/floating-thermometer?variant=11876510788&currency=CAD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic
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ITEM IMAGE BRANDS SOURCES 
 
Gravel or  
Granite Grit  
 
Size: Approximately 10 kg 
(22-25 lb)  
Gravel can be reused for up 
to 4 seasons.  
 
If you use granite (size 1 or 
2), it must be thrown out after 
a season of use.  

  
• Non Specific 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Pet Smart 

 
• PetValu 

 
• Grit – Farm 

Suppler (UFA)  
 
 
 
 

 
Fish Net 
 
Any small aquarium mesh 
fish net will do. 
 

  
• Non Specific 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Largely 

available at 
local pet stores 

https://www.petsmart.ca/fish/decor-gravel-and-substrate/gravel-sand-and-stones/top-fin-premium-aquarium-gravel--caribbean-sea-mix-78108.html
https://www.petvalu.ca/product/clifford-w-estes-nutmeg-natural-aquarium-gravel/SCM03178CA
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ITEM IMAGE BRANDS SOURCES 
 
Hose 
 
Note: size may vary 
depending on your chiller 
in/out flow and the size of the 
tubing on the underground 
gravel filter. 
 
Inner Diameter: 5/8” 
Outer Diameter: 13/16” or 
7/8” 
 
Length: 10 ft coil is more than 
enough 
 
OR 
 
Buy additional Fluval Filter 
Ribbed Hosing instead of 
clear or green tubing. The 
Ribbed Hosing is more 
flexible and easier to work 
with. 

 
 

 
• Non Specific 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR 
 
 
 
 
• Fluval  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Local hardware 

store  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• In store or online 

https://ca.fluvalaquatics.com/shop/product/ribbed-hosing-for-305-405-306-406-307-407-canister-filter-9-8-ft-3-m-l-x-17-mm
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ITEM IMAGE BRANDS SOURCES 
 
Styrofoam 
 
At least 25 mm (1”) extruded 
polystyrene Styrofoam “SM” 
 
Have enough to cover the 
outside walls of your 
Aquarium.  
 

  
• Non Specific 

 
• Local hardware 

store  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Coroplast 
 
Enough to cover the top of 
your aquarium. Acts as a 
custom fit lid/cover for your 
aquarium.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
• Non Specific 

 
• Local hardware 

store 
 

• Local arts & 
craft store 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Decorate the outside of the Styrofoam to add a customized design to your tank. 
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ITEM IMAGE BRANDS SOURCES 
 
Buckets (5 gallons) 
 
Used for water changes. 
Ideally two different colours  
if possible.  
 

  
• Non Specific 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Local hardware 

store 

 
Hose Clamps x2  
 
To fasten the clear tubbing.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
• Non Specific 

 
 
• Local hardware  

Store 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Classification: Public 

ITEM IMAGE BRANDS SOURCES 
 
Aquarium Cabinet or 
Shelving 
 
Must have weight capacity of 
at least 300lbs to hold a full 
aquarium.  
 
Shelving below the aquarium 
is helpful for storing the 
chiller, filter and other 
program supplies. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
• Non Specific 

 
• Local hardware 

store 
 

• School supply 
store 
 

• Uline 
 

 
Vinegar 
 
End of year cleaning. 
 

  
 
• Non Specific 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Local hardware 

store 
 

• Grocery Store 

https://www.uline.ca/Grp_507/Steel-Carts
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ITEM IMAGE BRANDS SOURCES 
 
Bleach 
 
Treating waste water and 
disinfecting equipment  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
• Non Specific 

 
• Local hardware 

store 
 

 

 
Screw Driver 

   
• Local hardware 

store 
 

 
Utility Knife 

 

  
• Local hardware 

store 
 

 


